
Report of the Director of Forests for the Year ended 30th June, 1943. 

TO TIE~ HONOUEABLE THE SECRETARY FOR PUBLIC LANDS. 

S I a , - - I  have  to p resen t  my  repor t  fo r  the  yea r  ended 
30th  June ,  1943. 

The  s t r o n g  d e m a n d  fo r  t imbe r  f o r  defence purposes con- 
t inued  u n a b a t e d  d u r i n g  the  pas t  twelve months .  The  difficulties 
of supply,  however,  were considerably  accentuated.  The man-  
power  pos i t ion  in  the  l ogg ing  indus t ry  and  in  access road  
cons t ruc t ion  became worse ;  l ogg ing  p lan t s ,  which  had  been 
t r a n s f e r r e d  to defence works i n  N o r t h  Queensland,  were no t  
r e tu rned  as an t ic ipa ted ,  a n d  those  r e m a i n i n g  in  the  i n d u s t r y  
de t e r io ra t ed ;  spare  pa r t s  and  ty res  were i n  shor t  supp ly ;  
repai rs  were difficult to effect,  and  t he  r a i lway  t r a n s p o r t  system 
became more  overloaded. 

Despi te  all  th i s  the  mill  log ou tpu t  f r o m  Crown fores ts  
(198,970,000 superficial f ee t )  exceeded the  p roduc t ion  of any  
p re -war  year~ a l t h o u g h  i t  was  33,700,000 superficial fee t  less 
t h a n  t h a t  of the  record  yea r  of 1941-42. 

The ha rdwood  mil l  log cut  was an  al l- t ime h i g h  a t  
49,650~000 superficial fee t ,  whi ls t  the  ou tpu t  of scrubwoods 
increased considerably.  

I n  addi t ion ,  a record quan t i t y  r  r o u n d  t imbe r  was  
suppl ied f r o m - C r o w n  l ands  d u r i n g  1942-43. This  was l a rge ly  
made  up  of  piles suppl ied fo r  defence purposes.  

To m a i n t a i n  cen t ; un i t y  of supplies  t he  D e p a r t m e n t  
adopted  a policy of n e g o t i a t i n g  hau l age  cont rac ts  w i t h  Depar t -  
men ta l  cont rac tors  in  lieu of  ca l l ing  tenders~ and  also ex tended  
the  non-compet i t ive  sys tem of sale of s t a n d i n g  t i m b e r  to 
sawmlilers.  

L o g g i n g  eon t rac te r s  have  been  g iven  every assis tance in  
o b t a i n i n g  t rucks ,  t rac tors ,  spare  pa r t s ,  rope,  pe t ro l ,  tyros,  de.  

I t  is of  in te res t  to repor t  t h a t  d u r i n g  the  year  1,250,000 
superficial f ee t  of  small  t h i n n i n g s  f r o m  e igh t  to  twelve yea r  
old p ine  p l an t a t i ons  were disposed of  f o r  case-making.  

E a r l y  i n  1943 two cypress p ine  mills ,  wh ich  h a d  been  ou t  
of. act ion were  t a k e n  over by  t he  D e p a r t m e n t  and  operated. 

w~th  C.C.C. l abour  on  behal f  of  t he  Afired W o r k s  Council. 
Because of  man-power  shor tage ,  the  pro tec t ion  s ta f f  on  the  

S t a t e  fores ts  was  inadequa te  d u r i n g  t he  p a s t  fire season, b u t  
ve ry  welcome assistance in  fire f i g h t i n g  was  rendered  by the  
Army.  This  is g r a t e fu l l y  acknowledged.  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  owing  
to  sp r ing  ra ins ,  t he  fire season was shoTt, t he  only dangerous  
pe r iod  be ing  encoun te red  a t  the  b e g i n n i n g  of summer .  

N a t u r a l  r e g e n e r a t i o n  work  a n d  es tab l i shment  of  new  
p l a n t a t i ons  ha s  been  prac t ica l ly  w~)andoned as  a resul t  of  loss 
of staff. P r o t e c t i o n  a n d  essent ia l  ma in t enance  work  has  been  
concen t ra ted  upon.  

Befo re  the  w a r  the  fores ts  of  the  S t a t e  had  been  heavi ly  
depleted.  The  w a r  has  imposed  a f u r t h e r  d ra in  upon  l imi ted  
resources. The  pos t -war  demands  f~r  bu i ld ing  needs to  
counterac t  the  suspension of b u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  t he  w a r  years  
will  m a k e  the  s i tua t ion  more  difficult. The re  is a n  u r g e n t  need  
to rebui ld  t he  was ted  fo res t  capi ta l ,  a n d  th i s  work  mus t  bulk 
l a rge ly  in  any  p r o g r a m m e  of  pos t -war  work.  

REFORESTATION. 

In ~cordanee ~ the policy put into effect ~ the latter 
p a r t  ~f  t he  previous year ,  opera t ions  were  confined almost  
en t i re ly  to those  of  essent ia l  main tenance .  

Excep t  fo r  the  car ry-over  w in t e r  p l a n t i n g s  of  exotics i n  
Ju ly ,  1942, a n d  a small  a r e a  of  hoop pine ,  no  new p l an t a t i ons  
were established. T r e a t m e n t  o f  the  n a t u r a l  fores ts  was 
l imi ted  to  t h a t  necessary to m a i n t a i n  s ta f f  a f t e r  p ro tec t ion  
works were completed. ~ e w  cons t ruc t ion  works were  
eliminated~ except  f o r  m i n o r  i tems. P l a n t a t i o n  t e n d i n g s  a imed  
a t  t he  c lear ing  of  those  a reas  p l a n e d  i n  the  previous th ree  
years  a n d  a reas  c a r r y i n g  l a n t a n a  a n d  bad  vines. No ~ew 
p r u n i n g  opera t ions  were  s tar ted ,  the  only  work  i n  th i s  d l rec t ion 
be ing  the  ca r ry ing -up  of  previously p r u n e d  areas. 

I n  spi te  of  th i s  heavy  cu r t a i lmen t  of  works  i t  was  no t  
possible, due t a  lass of man-power ,  to  complete  even th i s  
m i n i m u m  ma in t enance  p rog ramme .  F r o m  a wages  s taff  of  over 
950 in  J a n u a r y ,  1942, e n g a g e d  in  r e fo res ta t ion  works,  the re  
remained  377 in  "July, 1942, a n d  263 in  June ,  1943. This  
excludes the  n u m b e r s  of  non- re fugee  enemy  al iens employed in  
the  previous y e a r  a n d  t r a n s f e r r e d  to e ther  w a r  works i n  
November  last .  

W i t h  such a reduc t ion  of  s taff  i t  is inevi table  t h a t  the  r i sk  
o f  f a i lu re  to  control serious outbreak~ o f  fire m u s t  be  incurred.  

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  t he  fire season was  less hazardous  t h a n  fo r  a 
n u m b e r  of years.  I n  spite o f  this ,  however,  4 ae.res of p lan ta -  
t ions  were lost,  and  a n u m b e r  of  areas  unde r  t r e a t m e n t  were  
burned.  Despi te  r eee rd  heavy  fa l l s  of  r a i n  i n  Sou th  Queensland 
in  December,  wh ich  produced  prolif ic grass  grOWth, r a in fa l l  f o r  
the  first six m o n t h s  of  1943 has  b e e n  considerably  below 

average ,  al l  mon ths  be ing  pa r t i cu la r ly  dry. I n  fac t ,  the  unusual  
oeeurrenc~ of  quite a l a rge  fire on  a h a r d w o o d  a rea  in  Apr i l  
was  experienced. Condi t ions  fo r  t he  f o r t h c o m i n g  season 
promised  a t  the  close o f  the  yea r  to be bad ,  a n d  oppo r tun i t y  
h a d  a l ready  been  t a k e n  of  t he  c i rcumstances  to have f irebreak 
ma in t enance  work  initiated~ 

Add i t iona l  sates of p l a n t a t i o n  t h i n n i n g s  were made  d u r i n g  
the  year .  The to t a l  quan t i t y  now u n d e r  sale is approx ima te ly  
4,900,009 superficial feet .  Removals  to da te  amoun t  to 
1,450,090 superfirJal fee t ,  of  which. 1~250~000 superficial f ee t  
was removed in  1942-43. 

E x p e r i m e n t a l  work  was m a i n t a i n e d  on  the  reduced basis 
men t ioned  in  the  previous repor t .  

Plantat ions.--The to ta l  a rea  r  new p l an t a t i ons  estab- 
l ished w i t h i n  the  r epor t  per iod  was  315.7 acres, a lmost  a l l  of  
wh ich  was p l an t ed  a t  S .F.R.  589, Eeerwah ,  i n  gulyj  1942. 
Only 3 acres  of  hoop p i n e  were es tabl ished d u r i n g  the  year .  
These p l a n t i n g s  b r i n g  the  to ta l  a rea  es tabl ished a t  3Oth June ,  
1943, t o - -  

~creB, 
Sot~woods . . . . . .  29,806 
Eucalypts . . . . . .  2,270 
Other . . . . . .  443 

Total . . . . . .  02,519 

Only a small  a m o u n t  o f  ref i l l ing in  the  previous p l an t ings  
was  necessary. The  n u m b e r  of trees p lan ted ,  i nc lud ing  refills, 
was 320,000. The  to t a l  a rea  o f  p l an t a t ions  t ended  was  28,265 
acres~ whi le  1,907 acres  were subjec ted  to ca r ry  up p r u n i n g .  

Nurseries and Seed.--Twenty- three nurser ies  were main-  
t a ined  in  p l a n t  product ion.  Stock wh ich  would  o rd ina r i ly  have 
been p l an t ed  d u r i n g  the  y e a r  was composted.  Ma in t enance  of 
p roduc t ion  is  necessary to ensure  avai lable p i a n t i n g  stocks 
immedia te ly  the  wa r  is over, since the  p roduc t ion  per iod  in  
most  cases is two years.  

No h e a p  p ine  seed was collected, bu t  collection of  P .  
earibr a n d  P.  treda seed f r o m  p l a n t a t i o n  t rees  a t  Bee rwah  
a m o u n t e d  to 77 lb. and  114 lb. respectively. 

Natural Fores ts . - -Areas  t r ea t ed  d u r i n g  the  yea r  w e r e : ~  

Sub ;tooted Sub l~eeted 
Type of Ir to ~irs~ to Other Total. 

Treatment. Treatments. Treated. 

Acres. 
009 

7,759 
Cypress Pine . . . . . .  
Hardwood . . . . . . . .  
Hoop Pine . . . . . .  

Totals . . . . . .  

AcreB. 
191 

1,744 
126 

2,061 8,068 

Acrofl, 
800 

9,503 
180 

10,429 

This  work  ra ised the  to ta l  of areas  t r ea t ed  a t  least  once a t  
30th  June ,  1943~ t o - -  

Hardwoods . . . . . . . . . .  261,050 
Softwoods (Cypress Pine-Hoop Pine) .. 167,361 
Other . . . . . . . . . . . .  405 

488,816 

Frotevtion.--Protection works  occupied the  m a j o r  p a r t  of  
the  y e a r ' s  operat ions .  F i r e b r e a k  opera t ions  c o m p r i s e d -  

(I) Cleared Breaks--Western Porest~-- 
Firebreak ~onaln~vtina-- 

Miles. 
Cutting and grubbing . . . . . .  37.8 
Stacking and burning .. 76"9 
Cutting auxiliary roads 22"2 

Firebredk I r a ~ v e ~ - -  
Grubbing roads . . . .  35.5 
Grading .. : ~ . . . .  '" 77.1 
2-chdin green strips . . . .  299.8 

Firebreak M a i ~ g e n a ~  
Sucker and hurn~ . . . . . .  . .  908"7 
Grade . . . . . .  271"9 

(2) Green Break~--Co~tal Hardwood Forests-- 
Firebr~k Con~tr~m--  

Falling dangerous trees . . . .  . .  1.O 
Stacking and harding . . . .  2.4 

~irebrea~ lm~rov~nt  "..  . .  100.6 
Fir~break Maintenance- 

Brushing . . . . . .  092.0 
Chipping and/or !ol'o'nghlng' .. I. 03.4 
Burning . . . . . .  . .  658.0 
Grading . . . . . .  66-5 
Roads . . . . . .  214.9 

(3) Cleared Break--Plantations-- 
Firebreak Gonstrudion~ 

Clearing . . . . . .  3"1 
Firebreak M a i ~ c ~ . -  

Chlgping . . . . . . . . . .  102.7 
Ploughing and/or grading . .  128.6 
Burning . . . . . . . .  15.7 
Scrub breaks . . . .  670 a c r ~  
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I n  addition to the above, follow-up operations were carried " 
out as f a r  as possible on areas previously cleared of l an tana  
and other noxious weeds. 

P lan ta t ion  protection called for the erection of 10 
miles of fencing. 

Capital Improve~w~ts.--New co~atruetio~ items were 
eliminated, except  for  a few small itemm Maintenance was 
possible only on the more urgent  jobs. Considerable main- 
tenance leeway is building up. 

Expe~diture and Labour.--Expenditure for  1942-43 on 
reforestat ion works was s made up as fo l lows: - -  

s 
Plantations ..  . . . . . .  17,645 
Natural regeneration ..  . . . .  2,513 
Nurseries . . . . . .  . . . .  4,897 
Protection (including fire fighting and patrol)�9 30,572 
tCesearch . . . . . .  . .  828 
Capital improvements . . . . . .  1,438 
Wet time, holidays, and leave ..  11,834 
Tools, tents, supervision, fodder, &c. 19,238 
Workers' compensation ..  1,890 
Pay roll tax . . . . . . . . . .  2,319 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . .  3,752 

Part iculars  of work carr ied out are tabula ted  hereunder : - -  

V.C.L. parishes of Ashten, Ryeburn, &c. ..  28,000 178 8 0 
Timber Reserve 28, parish Blackfriars . . . .  19,600 258 5 fi 
V.C,L. Parish of Garrawa|t . . . . . .  Proceeding 374 13 6 
Portions 7-25, Pari~h of Garraxvalt . . . .  4 208 

Totels . . . . . . . . .  . / 51,808 s 1 fi 

FOREST RESERVATIONS. " 
A t  30tk June,  1943, there were 6,378,976 acres of forest  

reservation, as  compared with 6,373,361 acres a t  the beginning 
of the year .  

Over . the  twelve months the  a rea  of Nat iona l  Pa rks  was 
increased by. 551 acres. 

Comparative figures are--- 

State Fore~ts . . . . . .  
National Parks ..  
Timber Reserves ..  

30th $tme, 
1942. 

�9 " 3,277,232 
i i  8 8.5 3,093,129 

7,050 ,168  

385h Sims, 
1948. 

3,281,438 
677,356 

3,097,548 

7,050,332 

Total . . . . . . . . . .  s 
L- - - - - - -  

This  total  excludes salaries. I n  addit ion to the ~bev% an 
amount of s 097~ represent ing 25 ~er cent�9 ( S t a t e ' s  share)  
of the total  cost of the emp oyment of no~-refugee enemy 
aliens dur ing 1941-42 and  1942-43 was expended. 

This  expenditure  covered not only reforestation works but  
also �9 firewood and charcoal production and sleeper block 
cutt ing. 

The number  of men employed on reforestat ion works at  
1st Ju ly ,  1942, was  3 ~ 7 ' ~  an4 263 a t  30th June ,  1943. These 
figures exclude, enemy aliens�9 At  30th Jun% 1943, ofily five of 
these remained in forestry employment. 

N A T I O N A L  P ~ R K S .  
�9 Prom s in the previous year ,  the expenditure on 
Nat iona l  Pa rks  wovk dur ing  1942-43 was reduced to s 
This  represented maintenance of t racks and other assets by  a 
skeleton foreei  supervision costs were similarly reduced front 
s to s The Nat ional  Pa rks  will offer a valuable fieId 
for  emplo~nen t  on post-war reconstruction. Queensland p a r k s  
are unique, and have become known to thousands of visit ing 
mil i tary personnel, be th  f rom other S ta tes  and  overseas�9 Wi th  
the necessary protection and  development they should provide 
an extremely valuable tourist and  recreational asset a f t e r  the 
war. ~. 

F O R E S T  SURVEYS:  
Only" one small camp operated throughout the financial 

year ,  main ta ined  for  the purpose of assessment surveys of 
reported t imber s tands in Nor th  Queensland. 

HARVESTING AND MARKETING. 
Due to mil i tary and defence needs, the  demand for  t imber 

of all classes was par t icular ly  heavy�9 

Except ing the  normal wet  season, logging conditions ~e rc  
favourable.  The  Depar tment ,  however, experienced consider- 
able difficulty in fulfilling orders on account of the  shortage of 
labour, par t icular ly  skilled timber-railers, and loss of  logging 
p lan t  a t t rac ted  to the Allied Works Council and  elsewhere on 
account of  higher  ra tes  being paid.  

�9 Owing to hea~y military traffic there was r~ecusionally some 
delay in the supply of empty railway timber waggons. 

Mill Logs.--The total  cut of logs from Crown forests for  
each year  from 1935-36 o~wards is as fo l lows: - -  

1935-38 . . . . . . .  148,000,000 
1936-37 ..  . .  162,000,000 
1937-38 " ,.  196,000,000 
1988-39 . . . .  186,000,000 
1339-40 . . . .  213,000,000 
1340-41 . . . .  228,000,000 
1341-42 . . . .  238,080,000 
1342-43~ . . . .  193,000,000 

Revenue.--The gross receipts and  net  revenue on account 
of t imber sales for  the last three years  a r e - -  

Gross Net 
Receipts. Revenue. 

s s 
1340-41 . . . . . . . .  955,915 465,871 
1941-42 . . . . . . . .  959,220 433,678 
1942-43 . . . . . . . .  937,982 415,777 

Log Timber.--The quanti t ies  of the several species'classes 
of log t imber cut and removed from Crown forests during the 
past five years  is as fo l lows: - -  

year. 

1988-39 .... 
i989-40 . . . .  
i940-41 . . . .  
941-42 ..  

[942-43 ..  

Hoop and Btmya 
Pine. 

124,000 
137,928 
146,058 
127,330 
101,889 

�9 Knurl Pine, Cablnetwoods. 

11,000(1,000 mperflcialfeet).13,681 
12,388 19,413 
9,584 25,308 

12,010 28,77i 
8,627 15,250 

8crubwoods. 

2,526 
3.749 
7,381 
9,685 

16,116 

Hardwoods. Cypress]Pine. 

29,34i 5,169 
32,981 5,988 
33,848 5,628 

, 48,528 7,823 
49,649 6,773 

The following table gives a comparison .of milling logs cut on Crown and pr ivate  lands  for the last  two y e a r s : -  

, . 1941-42. ~ 1342-43. 

' Crown. Private. Total. 

oop and Bunya Pine 
anri Pine ..  : �9 
~p~ess Pine .. �9 �9 
ardwoods ..  
~blnetwoods . - 
!condaries ..  - �9 

Totals . - 
lamination T~b~rs 
nported Timbers (log 
o~ly) . . . .  
ardwood Sawn into 

Sleepers . . . .  

Grand Totals 

8uperflcialFeet. 8uperficialFeet. 
127,390,000 3,510,000 
"13,010,000 610,000 

7,820,000 6,510,000 
48,530,000 71,820,000 

..26,770,000" 
�9 9,690,000 17,180,000 

232,210,000 �9 99,610,000 
380,000 - .. 

. .  . . .  

233,390,000 99,610,000 

Per Cent. 
of CroWn Crown. 
to TotaL 

SuperficialFeet. Superficial Feet. 
130,900,000 97"3  101,290,000 
12,830~000 95"2 8,630~000 
14,330,000 54'8 3,780,008 

120,350,000 4 0 . 3  49,850,000 
{ 15,230,000} 

53,830,000 88 . 16,120,000 

831,820,000 70 " 197,730,000 
- 1~,000 1,250,000 

750,000 . .  

10,810,000 . .  

843 ,360 ,000  . .  138,970,000 

Private. Total. 
(Estimated). (Estimated). 

Superficial Feet. Superficial Feet. 
7,340,000 108,630,000 

170,000 8,800,000 
5,170,000 11,950,000 

70,340,000 120,290,000 
11,620,000 42,990,000 

94,940,000 992,860,000 
. .  l~f i~O,~O 

. .  6,000 

� 9  8 ,790 ,000  

94,940,000 300,708,000 

Per Cent. 
of  Crown 
to Totdi. 

98"2 
98"1 
58'7 
41"3 

73"0 

67"8 



~LYVTOOD AN9 VBN~RS. 
The fo l lowing  table  shows sales made  d u r i n g  1942-43 by  

the  P lywood  a n d  Veneer  Beaxd  :~ -  

Market. 

Queensland . .  
I n t e r s t a t e  . . . .  
Overseas . .  . , .  

SOuth Queensland. 

S q u a r e  f e e t  
3/16 inch VMue. 

ba~ls. 
s 

17,048~0 140.e49 
9 0 , 2 2 9 , 0 ~ 8  249,389 

294,557 2,430 

47,571,965 s 

North Qneensland. 

Square fee6 
3/16 inch Value. 

s 
8,932,701 78,694 
9,030,674 74,502 

147,906 1,22(). 

18,110,984 s 

This  includes  a l l  r o t a ry  cold pressed plywood,  also veneers,  
the  species be ing  ma in ly  p ine .  

Re tu rn s  f r o m  plywood and  veneer  mills  give the '  fo l lowing  
approx ima t  e t o t a l  qu_antitie~ t r e a t ed  and  p r o d u c e d : - -  

Logs treated .. Super. Feet. 
Plywood pi~duced (3/i8 inci~'basisi" " "  .." " 66,5ee,ee022"400'000 

�9 Veneers producod (1/16 inch basi~l . .  41,4~,0~) 

: NOR~I QUEENSLAND T~MS~*S. 
I n  N o r t h e r n  Q u e e n s t s n d  t imbe r  supplies  were  well  main-  

?~ained d u r i n g  the  y e a r  in  spi te  of  m a n y  difficulties, such as 
s h a r t a g o  of skil led t i m b e r  workers ,  l o g g i n g  p lan t ,  spare  pa r t s ,  
a n d  tyres. 

Because  of  the  diversion of  road  g a n g s  to work  o f  g r ea t e r  
p r io r i t y  the  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  policy o f  provis ion Of access roads  to 
t imbe r  s t ands  was hindered.  E f fo r t s  a re  b e i n g  m a d e  to secure 
resumpt ion  of  a n  adequate  road-bui ld ing  p r o g r a m m e ,  wi thou t  
which  the  D e p a r t m e n t  will be unable  fu l ly  to supply  the  log.  
r equ i rements  of  mills. 

The  fo l lowing  table  shows the  quant i t i es  of var ious  species 
cut  fo r  the  pest  two years  : - -  

Species. 

Kaud Pine . . . .  
Maple . . . .  
Wabmt .... 
Silky Oak . . . .  
Hi~kvry 
Ot~her Cabinetwoods " 
Scmbwcola . . . .  
Hardwoods . . . .  

1941-42. 1942-43. 

~uper. Feel SuPer. Feet�9 
1,958,825 8,621,172 
7,616,248 3,0S2,909 
1,632,513 86,705 

2,930,807 8,568,725 
1,369,288 378,676 
3,083,991 1,802,768 
7,629,914 13,099,287 
1,182"710 4,539,769 

Logg~n~ . - -The  enlistment an& cab-up by" ~hb~j.A{{'~Wo~',~ 
Council of  m a n y  exper ienced t i m b e r  m e n  caused so,rc~'diflioolty 
i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  deliveries. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y  in  the  ear ly a r t  of  the  y~ax, l o g g i n g  p l a n t  
was scarce,  p r inc ipa l ly  i n  l~or the rn  Queensland,  owing  to 
impressment  or r e , f l a g  to  Al l ied  W o r k s  Council .  Much  of t he  
p l a n t  eventual ly  r e t u r n e d  was in  a bad  s t a t e  of  r epa i r  and~ 
owing  to  the  difficulty of o b t a i n i n g  spa re  par t s ,  was ou t  Of 
act ion fo r  l o n g  periods. The  cmopera t inn  o f : t he  U n i t e d  S ta te s  
A r m y  au thor i t i es  i n  m a k i n g  available a q u a n t i t y  0f  ty res  and  
tubes  fo r  N o r t h  Queens]an4 cont rac tors  was  off .great  assistance 
in  m a i n t a i n i n g  deliveries. 

The  sys tem of i n v i t i n g  tenders  f o r  l o g g i n g  con t rac t s  was 
caus ing  delay in  p l ac ing  cont rac tors  on new areas. A u t h o r i t y  

~ON 8TRUCTIONAL TI /s  

The  yea r  ha s  been a n  ex t remely  bus  on~ in  respect  t~  
D e p a r t m e n t a l  contracts  fo r  cons t rue t iona~  t imbers  especially 
r o u n d  t imbers,  foe b r i d g e  and  w h a r f  const ruct ion,  deliveries e f  
which were over f o u r  t imes  as  g r e a t  as  in  the  previous y e ~  
a n d  over t en  t imes  as g rea t  as in  1940-41. 

Compar isons  of  tbc  m a j o r  supplies w i t h  the  two years  pre-  
viously a r e - -  

Specification. ] 1942-43. 

Bridge timbers .. lineal feet) 483,~25 
Sleepers . . . .  (pbcea) | 201,027 
Cro~slngs . . . .  (suPer feet)] 
Transoms .... (super fcetll 262,596 430,458 ! 

1941-42.  1940-41.  

93,650 38,999 
806,209 293,251 
246,425 275,855 
549,451 283,122 

O r d e r s  h~ve all  been  e i t he r  f o r  new cons t ruc t ion  fox 
Defencv  pu r !~ses  or f o r  the  ma in t enance  of assentie2 cervices. 

There  ha s  be~n fie lack  of emp loymen t  f o r  cutters~ a n d  
in  cases of ext reme urgency  the  men  have  worked f r o m  d a w n  
to 4 a r k  u n d e r  very  adverse wea the r  cond i t ions .  

Despi te  the  f a c t  t h a t  over 400 c o n t r a c t o r s ,  inc lud ing  
employees~ opera ted  d u r i n g  the  yea~, supply  was actual ly  sho r t  
of the  demand ,  and  only wc~rk of t he  h ighes t  p r io r i t y  could be  
under taken .  

The fo l lowing  table  shows the  to ta l  quan t i t y  of  construc-  
t iona l  t imbor~ and  miscellaneous i t ems  sold by  the  D e p a r t m e n t  
bo th  a t  s t u m p  a n d  f r o m  opera t ions  of  D e p a r t m e n t a l  eon- 
t r ac to r s  fo r  the  year.  Here ,  also, the  no tab le  f ea tu re  is  the  
very heavy increase in  the  supply  of r o u n d  t imbers ,  p r inc ipa l ly  
piles. D u r i n g  the  yea r  785,038 l ineal  f ee t  of b r idge  and  w h a r f  
t imbers  were recorded as  D e p a r t m e n t a l  ~ales, as aga ins t  244,685 
l ineal  fee t  i n  the  previous y e a r : - -  

Girders, Corbels, Piles, Sills. and Round 
Headstocks . . . . . . . .  

sleepers . . . . . . . . . .  
Sleeper Blocks (Sleepers contained) 
Headstocks Transoms, ~ Crc~iug~ 
Pc r . . . . . . . . . .  
House Blocks . . . . . .  
~encing ~aterial . . . .  
Fencing ~ t e r i a i  . . . .  
Bridge Timbers . . . .  
Bridge Timber~ .. j j 
Mining Timbers . . . .  
Mining Timbers 
F~el 
Miscellaneous . . . . . .  
MlseeIhneous , ,  
Ba~k . . . .  �9 1: 11 :l 11 
Sand . . . .  
cravat  . .  1 "  11  . .  l :  : l  
Soil . .  
Charcoal .. 
Clay . . . .  
Leave~ �9 
LaWyer  Cane . . . . . . . .  
Sleeper Chips . . . .  

785,ess  l i nea l  fee~ 
113,731 pieces 
174 377 p i ~  
899,339 super f lc~  fee t  
281~359 l inea l  f ee t  

25,~92 llnea] feeb 
63,712 l inea l  fee t  
53,768 picce~ ' 

322,290 superficial  f ee t  
3 362 l inea l  fee t  

929,230 1 hem fcot 
78,456 pieces 
64,523 tons  

2,338 pieces 
II ~ ~uperfieinl f ~ t  

50 b. 
6,577 cubic yards 
4,753 cubic  yards  

541 cubic yards  
62,459 b 

1,208 cua~ic yards  
40 lb.  

5 tons 
1 load 

Of  the  above the  fo l lowing  quant i t i es  were ob ta ined  f r o m  
pr iva te  l ands  b y  cont rac tors  supp ly ing  orders  to the  Depar t -  
m e n t : ~  

Oirder~, Corbels, Piles, 8lib, and Round 
Headstocks . . . . . .  118,950 lineal feet 

Sleepers . . . .  "" ~,375 piece~ 
Headstocks, Transoms, and ~oasing~ "" 26 418 ~upo~flctal feet 
Pole~ . . . . . . . . . .  15,539 I nea] feet 

~AWMII~L J~IL~NSES. was g r a n t e d  to  en te r  in to  non-compet i t ive  e0ntra~ts ,  subjec t  to 
sui table s a f e g u a r d s . .  " In  e n t e r i n g  t a t s  l ~gg ing  c~nt ruc ts  t he  A t  30 th  Jun~,  1943~ there  were  500 s awmi l I  l icenses i n  
necessi ty of  conserv ing  pet rol  and  lyres  was k e p t  i n  mind.  fores,  o f  w h i c h  398 were  fo r  genera l  miliing~ and  102 restr ic ted:  

The  L iqu id  ~ e l  Control  B o a r d  co-operated as in  t h e  pas t  licenses. Of  the  l a t t e r  45 were fo r  resawing ,  26 fo r  eases on!y,  
i n  r e g a r d  ~o supplies  o f  petrol  i n  order  t h a t  contractor~ should 9 fo r  sleepers only and  22 otherwise  restr ic ted,  
no t  1)9 he ld  up.  The  B o a r d  also did no t  ins is t  on  the  f i tment  to  Three  cases were unde r  review. 
t rucks  of  producer  g ~  un i t s  where  th~  condi t ions  were found  
to be unsui table .  - �9 One h u n d r e d  a n d  s]xte~n exempt ions  were also in  force.  

- The  quan t i t i e s  hau led  a~d  p a y m e n t s  m a d e  to l o g g i n g  con- 
t r ac to r s  are as  f o l l o w s : - -  ~ L K ) ~ O l l ~ O - ~ I L L I N ~  ~:)RO~EC~J~----MILL~FA~RAI~ r. 

. . . . .  8U rflciai 

�9 P i n e  "" : . . . . . . .  i 6 8 , 4  6 , 5 0  
H a r d w c ~ l ~  . . . . . . . . . .  3 , 2 9 1 , 4 9 8  
Fancywoods . . . . . . . . . .  1,240,393 
SerubwOo&$ . . . . . .  256,878 

Total . ;  "" . :  72,045~272 

North Queenciand . . . .  . . . . . . .  26,781,110" 

Amount : " To provide  t i m b e r  u r g e n t l y  requ i red  fo r  Defence p u r p o s e s ,  
Paid, the  1%res t ry  Sub -Depa r tmen t  ac ted  as a g e n t  fox the  Al l ied  

Wo~ks Council  i n  t he  opera t ion  of  two  sawmills in  the  Mill-  
S m e r r a n  dis t r ic t ,  by  O.C.C. labour.  

Opera t ions  commenced in  F e b r u a r y ,  a n d  by the  end o f  the  
�9 " f in~ncinl y e a r  t h e  quan t i t i e s  deal t  w i t h  w e r e - -  

Superficial Feet. 
"215~550 L0gs cut . . . . . . . . . . . .  808,448 

�9 659,042 :: �9 . .  524,762 
s Sawn t i m b e r  ~ecovered . .  811,918 

Sawn timber dressed . . . .  71,240 
" " .LOGGING :RO&PS. " Sawn timber rased . . . .  291,371 . ~ . �9 

l~xpend~tu~e o n  l o g g i n g  r~ads~ i n c i u d i n ~ . n e w  Constru~tlan " 
to provide-~ccess t0 additio~lal areus~ a n d  to m~in t~ in  exi~tin~ . . . .  . . . . . .  0 FFENOES: 
roads~ a m o u n t e d  to s mode up  as  fo l lows : - - :  . . . . .  D u r i n g  the  yea r  ended 30th  June~ i943~ 58 oases of offences 

s , a g a i n s t  Acts  an4  Regula t in~s  admin i s t e red  b y  the  D e p a r t m e n t  
Revenue , ." . . . .  22,352 were repor ted .  , .  : ~ . . . .  4 , 3 e l  

The:  abOv~ figures" exclude ' expendi tu re  b y ' / ~ i n i n  Roads  . : P roceed ings  were.  i n s t i t u t ed  in  11 o f  these cases (1 f o r  a 
Commiss]oa ( P . E . I . )  on  Fores t ry : roads  no t  cha rged  to F o r e s t r y  breach  of  the  R u r a l  F i r e s  A c t ) ,  z n d  fines t o t a l l i ng  s were  
f u n d s  a nd  a m o u n t i n g  to approx imate ly  s imposed. Prosecut io~ is p e n d i n g  in  2 cases. 
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I n  33 cases roya l~  was collected or the timber seized and 
sol& and warnings i ssued .  

There wore 12 eases of minor offences whore warnings only 
were issued. * 

I n  all cases revenue to the extent of s wa~ recovered. 

FOREST PRODUCT S--I]NrVE STIG~TIONS '  

Under the conditions prevailing the work of the section 
was l imited very l~rg~ly to matters eoneormng ?harceal and 
producer gas developments. 

Predu~tinn of  charcoal continued in all eentres until wood 
stocks were exhausted, resul t ing in produstion of 30,494 addi- 
tional bags. 8ubsequ~nily, i n  view of demand, :a  limited 
amount of pro~uetlon took place in the  Brisbane district and 
at passchondaele. During the year 13,128 bags of charcoal 
Were sold in Brisbane and 247 in other eentres. 

The section has m~intained contact with producers by 
means of questionnaires, returns of production, and more recently 
by the employment of a field inspector whG, beginning in April, 
h~d contacted 50 separate production concerns to the end of 
June. Assistance has been rendered to the industry in pro- 
blems ~f man-power, materials supply, and general technique. 

~Lu officer of the section visited Victoria and l~ew South 
Wales in December, 1942, to investigate matters ~einting to 
charcoal technical questions and production generally. As .a 
result valuable inhumation was obtained, a revised Bulletin 
l~o. 7 was published, and a new design of brick kiln has been 
tested. 

Records of operational data  on producer gas units have 
been kept and asslstanee given to the pradueer Gas Committee 

in engine-wear studies. In e@operatinn With the Technical 
.0 t~er ,  producer G.~. Committee, an ]nvestigatmn wasemade 
of the effect of particle raze on producer, gas t~rforman . 

Timber" l~easo~g a ~  Uti~is~t~on.--A considerable number 
of enquirers were assisted with teelmieal advice, and 7 charges 
were dried in the Ipswich road kilns. 

EXPENDITURE. 

Total expenditure for  the year was s subdivided 
as foHows:--  

Extra Llvln~ Allowance .. 
TraveX]lug a~d Incidentals 
Refoz~tation: .. . .  
Alien EmptoYmlo ent.. 
Harves~ng and ~ r k e t ~ - -  

L o g  T i m b e r  . . . . . .  
H e w n ,  S p l i t ,  a n d  P o l o  T i m b e r  

Charcoal Produc~on, &c. .. 

s 
40,661 

828 
5,717 

78,102 
12,097 
~ 6 2  

22,882 
11,877 

s 

Loan. Trust. 
s 

1"7",e4 ~ " "' 

�9 361,802 
184,169 

4,861 

s  s  

CONCLUSION. 
I have to acknowledge a loyal and sustained effort on the 

par t  of ~ffieers during the year. 
I have the henour to b% Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 
V. G-RENNING, 

,Director of Forests. 

"!~ �84 - 

P r ~  9d.] 
By Authority: A. H.  T U u ~  Government Printer,  Brisbane. 
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