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o : TEMPORARY TIMBER RESERVES. - = . 0~ @ . = =~ .7 .

.-~ The area temporarily Téserved -at- -the end-'of thé year was. 2,998,851 acres, ‘this being a .-
decrease of 77,308 acres on the figures for the previous year. "The total area excised for gettlement
and other purposes-amounted to 31,091 acres, while new resérves containing 21,644 acres were gazetted.
Recomputation of areas -and the more’ definite location of boundarjes.are responsible for an- increase :
in area of 12,977 actes, while the apparent discrepancy of 80,838-acres.is-due-to-reserves -containing—-- - -
that ares having been transferred from the temporary to the permanent list. ‘ : o S

Of the area excised, 7,580 acres in the Bundaberg district carried a very poor class of stunted *
hardwood, about 13,000 acres in the Maryborough district comprised chiefly rough mountainous grass-
country, and -5;000 acres in the Nanango district contained sparsely timbered ‘pine’ scrub and poor
forest. ' : : - - - AR

The most important of the new veservations are 2,200 acres of heavily timbered pine scrub on -
the headwaters of the Brisbane River i the Ipswich district, and hardwood dreasto the -extent of
9,790, 4,335, and 1,564 -acres. in the.Maryborough, Dalby, and Brisbane districts respectively. - The
value of the new ‘areas from a Forestry standpoint is far greater than that of the excised areas, but - -
except in one_ instance-they are-too far r ed from' railway communication to -admit of being worked ~
to advantage under existing ‘conditi Tra

‘ STATE FORESTS:
The total area permsanently- reséived—v
acres over the figures for ‘the. previous year;:new
proclaimed State forests;, while“one-area of 47,000 -
Pirk, which is by far the most. extensive in. the Sta tuat
Brisbane district, and -coniprises the. old timber. reserves ‘on:theéso-called ]
Plateaux, which rise to an.altitude of 3,500 feet and:embracé-the sources” of the numerous stréams
flowing into the Albert and Logan:rivers. It is-distant’ from . Brisbane riot-more than 60 miles, and,"
when rendered easily accessible by train and road,:will provide;a health resort ‘and pleasure ground
which will be the delight-of future generations; if not-of the present: ‘The ‘perminent reservation of this
stea had -been under -consideration-for- several-years,~and-Yad- uroused- congiderable - opposition = It

remained for Mr. R. Lahey, of Canungra, whe had enthusiastically- and. consi !:ently‘“:_chumpioned‘thé )
the sympathy-

proposal, to deliver a series of illustrated lectures in . the distriet, and;-after-enlistin
of the local residents, to forward a petition asking for the park to be proclaimed, o

The fifteen new State forests are distributed through the districts of ~Atherton,  Brisbane,
Bundaberg, Gladstone, Maryborough, Nanango, and Rockhampton. Four, containing in_ all 16,600
acres, were proclaimed on account of the growth of hoop 'pine, two on the Urah Range ‘anid “Dawes -
Range being somewhat difficulé of access, while two in the Nanango district are gerved by the Brisbane’
‘Vulley, line, and command food values; ~In'the-Atherton-district-one small area of-475 acres: 8- required .
for the growth-of red cedar and other cabinet timbers,  while another containing about. 1,000 acres-
carries good kauri-pine and miscellaneous northern serub woods.  The remainder are hardwood forests, -
and of these the most important ate six in the Brisbane district,” containing about 12,000 acres 1n all, "
and situated, except in one-instance, within easy haulage distance of railway lines; the most valuable. "
is one of 6,600 acres near’ Yandina on the eastern slopes of the Blackall Range, -~ - = - » 7o o

. FOREST INSPECTIONS AND FEATURE- SURVEYS. ~ R
~ The work under this head was subjected tointerruptions during-the year ‘and; moreover, was -
confined largely. to rough country not within easy reach-of railway. communication; consequently the ...
total area examined was considerably below that reported on in the. preceding year.; Plans of -reserves
containing 52,700 acres were received from the Surveyor-General, while lands containing 47,260 acres
were examined by the forestry inspection camp. .The total stand of overgirth pine estimatéd to exist - - -
on the 21,000 acres of pine-bearing serubs was 79,000,000 feet; about 15,000 acres contained young .. - -
growing hardwood of very fair quality, while the remainder consisted -of grass lands or:poorly timbered. .
forest with dense undergrowth. In the pine-bearing areas the stand-of undersized pine was above the ..~ -
average of the constal rescrves, in places being particularly good.. - = . .o Lol e e ]

: " FOREST OFFENCES. ™~ "7 i, = .7 T o

DProcecdings on actount of breaches of the Regulitions or of those sections:of the Land Act relating.

to the-removal of timber, were instituted in ten cases, in all of which the offenders were convicted. .
Fines fotalling £31, exclusive of costs, were collected, ‘but in one instance only was the theft.of timber - -
considered ‘to be an offence of sufficient importance to warrant a fine' being imposed grenter than the
Minimum required by-the Act. Though the small number of prosecutions’ 8- nob. to be-taken as an._
indication that timber stesling is comparatively rare; yet there ig resson to believe that in the'districts = - - .
closely ‘patrolled by Torest officers .thieving has been ‘reduced considerably. -The necessity for effective
tontrol has-been -strongly -emphasized by a further-investigation into thethefts 'of kauri pine 'in the ™ -
Parish of Como, Gympie district, where in recent years timber thieves had’ been potticularly active. . . -



REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. . = - - )
The collections on-account of the sales of timber and issue of licences ‘during the year amounted t6”
- £69,778 9s. 4d: and -£912 12s. 3d. respectively, or a total of £70,690 14s. 7d., ‘this being £4,6217 5s. 2d_ ‘
less than the total for thé preceding year-(vide Table No. 1 appended). -Refunds; of guarantee posits -
"and excess payments made on previous sales. amounted to-£397 8s. 8d., leaving a-total re nue from -
timber alone of £69,793 bs; 11d.- . Lo e e LT BT
- " Though minor reasons may be adduced in various. districts’ to-account for: local decreases, “,thg
decrease for the whole State is due in large meassure to the severe drought ‘whi‘ch,'lustgd throughout,_ the-
: : ‘year. The luck of rain had a particularly marked effect in the Nanango district, where the collections
S Jellby.£4,437, from £23,547 to £19,110, this decrease being offset, however, by an increase of £4,340,
S from £10,635 to £14,975, in the Gympie district, where, weather conditions having been less unfavour::"
* able, the sales of pine on Broolco State Forest, consequent onthe opening: of ‘the second -section: of
" the Mary. Valley railway line, realised satisfactory prices. Ipswich showed a satisfactory. increase of:
£1,319, due chiefly to. the better. prices obtained for pine timber, while the only other increases of note -
were £360 for Atherton, £341 for Inglewood, and £203 for Cloneurry. The principsl decreasés, other
than-that for Nanango, were £1,210 for Brisbane, £967 for Toowoomba, £833 for Bundaberg, £798:
for Herberton, £336 for Dalby, £493 for Maryborough, £487 for Gladstone, and £358 for Roma.” .. - ‘
" An examination of Table No. 1 appended shows that éver £650,000, or 71 per cent, of .tl;e total -
timber revenue derived in the State, was collected in the districts of Brisbane, -Ipswich, g}ymple; Mary--"
borough, and-Nanango, these districts being still-by far the most _productive, in’ spite of the fact -
that they havé yielded the bulk of the timber consumed by the sawmilling trade gince the development
of the Stafe commenced. It was for that reason that it was deemed advisable- at first to concentrate -
‘the’ attention -of the small .staff “of forest officers ‘mainly on the south-castern districts of the State,.
- rathép than attempt to deal ‘with districts tod extendéd and lightly timbered to_allow. of any efiective,
“work beig done. Thé abovementioned “districts, yielded 53 per cent. of the total: collectiona in 1912, ..
as compared with™ 71 per cent. in’ 191577 907 they.yielded £9,300, as compared with £50,000

7,416 798, 1d., as compared with £7,653 13s. 4d. for.
19s..1d. (£3,676 7s. 5d.), forest surveys .and ;’sylvéx,
; 0.

;the previous. year. - Salaries’absorbed : OTest an(
“cultural operations £1;746 8s; 3d. (£1,694-1s:6d.), allowances and incidental expenses £1,743 145
(£2,283 4s. 5d.). (Figures in parentheéses ; rresponding amounts for 1914). ... -~ . =

! penditure shown is-that which- correctl
rves, or. parts  thereof, - are held- under lease'
‘Forestry revenue as is done in other Sta

should be attributed to Forestry.» Nume!

license, but the rents derived therefrom are-not credite t state
of the -Commonwealth, Also in ‘many.places. the ‘pri ed for ‘railway- and. bridge timber ar
only a fraction—varying from one-half to>one-cighth—of;the-amounts which would be obtained if: the:
trees felled were disposed’ offor other purposes.—.On.the other hand, the:expenditure quoted does not -
- take into account the cost of advertising sales of timber; or ‘any: proportion of the salaries of land -agents— -
and other officers of the Department enga ‘land and’timber “work “combined: e

o OUTPUT OF CROWN TIMBER. -~ ¢ - - :
.-~ The output of Crown timber was in most instances considerably: below it of the previous year, -
- this eingr due, not 5o much to the depression in trade ciused. by the droiight, as to the gonrcity of grass’ -
- iiee 2. oand. water rendering’ haulage by teams. .difficult. = Except <in_.a " very. few: favoured “localities .it-was.
v oo o necessary -to grant almost all purchasers exemptions. from those conditions: in their -agreemen
- required . the. removal ‘of minimium -quantities . monthly, ‘and-in ‘some ‘instances work. w:
" "held up for six months of the year. 'The consequent decrease in’cutting was specially. iceable
Nanango and somé of the western districts, while the hardwood trade on the const suffered considerably.’
.. There was also a marked decrease-in the quantities of railway sleepers,. bridgé. timbers, and ‘houss’.
blecks cut, but, as the-waste invelved in cutting-of railway timber and House blocks is' deplorable,”
this decrease is not regretted from. a Forestry standpoint. The northern cedar. market was very
. =depressed, so much so:that'the reserves.placed_on~most. of the cedar-trees offered at auction were not - -
. °__ réalised, and the trees weére passed in., As regards other morthern timbers, -the quantity. of kauri sold =
- slightly exceedéd that of ‘last year;-while -miscellaneous: timbers showed ‘a” decrease; -but”is ‘the bulk’
*- " “of the readily. ficcessible supplies of cabinet timbers- are onland which®hags been: aliehated: or selected,” -
O .~ the removals from"Crown lind st of necessity be small,” and are of little importance in' the trade,
T As fearly as_can be ascértained from the figures supplied by the district laxid agents,”the quantityof
- .7~ Crown timber cut on which royalty was payable was approximately as follows :—(Figurés in:parentheses -
- denote.the quantities cut in the preceding year.) ' Kauri pine, 1,662,000 guperficial -feet ;31,632,000);"‘
- cypress " pine, - 1,623,000 supetficial - feet”(3,278,000); hoop and “bunya - pine;: 41,600,000 “superficiel -
- feet (44,681,000); milling "hardwood, 11,050,000 . supetficial ‘feet (14,858,000);  red. cedar, 167,000~ -
- -- - -guperficial feet (335,000); other milling timber, 750,000 superficial feet (980,000 ; sleepers'and- transoms; .
- © 863,000 -picces (951,500); piles, girders, &c., 287,670 lineal feet (387,550); telegraph poles and house-
.- blocks,. 407,400 lincal fect (236,340); posts, rails: and palings, 98,300 pieces (150,900); fuel,  40,000:
tons (52,000); mining timber and miscellaneous, 1,159,900 lineal feet (941,700); sandalwood, 560 tons -
'(623) ; 'and mingrove” bark, 156 tons." - As usual'the principal districta-producing hoop and binya pine
- -were Nanango with 13,740,000 feet- .Sl6;570,000),f,‘Gympie with "12,460,000 feet (10,100,000), and -
" Ipswich: with® 9,870,000 feet (9,200,000), while the quantities.cut in- Maryborough, -Gladstone, Brisbane,”
.~ Topwooniba, and Bundaberg showed decreases varying from three hundred thousand to one million feet. *
- "The bulk of the: hardwood logs milled in the- State was obtained on private lands; and consequently.: -
<" 1.- in three -districts only- did ‘the  quantity of Crown hardwood . removed -exceed one’ million feet—viz, :'-
- Maryborough, 3,680,000 feet (5,160,000); Dalby, 1,605,000 feet (1,235,000); and Brisbane, -1,945,000 : -
-~ feet:(1,790,000). Mining timber ‘was disposed of mainly .in Rockhampton’ and-Charters : Towers,:the:.

|
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A o XPENDITUR L BRI
.~ The collections on iiccount of the sales of timher and issue of licences during 't{hqyenngmbunted‘tt)
£69,778 2s. 4d. and £912 125. 3d. respectivély, .or a fotal of '£70,690:14s.°7d.;  this being. £4,627 bs: 2d.
- less than the total for thé preceding year (vide Table No~1 appended). Refunds.of gua €
——-——"and" escess payments made on previous” sales-iimounted-to~£8978s:-8d:;: e winga-to
timber alone of £69,793 5s. 11d. - I Coe T
.. . Though minor reasons may be adduced in various districts” to decount
decrease for the whole State is due in large meusure ta the severe drought wh
year: The'lack of rdin had a particularly ninrked: effect in tlié Ninangd dist re the: tio:
fell by £4,437, from £23,547 to £19,110; this decrease being offset, hoivever, :by dn “incr se"piv‘f@*’,aéq,
from "£10,635 to £114,975, in the Gympie district, where, weather. couditions having been less iinfavour-
able, the sales of pine on .Brooloo State Forest, consequent .on'the gpening:-of ‘th

“the ‘Mary. Valley railway line,” realised satisfactory prices. Ipswich showed
—.~£1,349, due chiefly to.the better.prices_obtained for._pine timber, while the’ only er-increages «
were £360 for Atherton, £341 for Inglewood, and-£203 for Cloneurry. = The ‘principal:decreases, «
- - +- " than that for Nanango, were £1,210 for Brisbane, £967 for Toowoomba, £833 for Bundaberg, £798-
e ’ for Herberton, £536 for Dalby, £493 for Maryborough, £487 for Gladstone, and £358 for Roma, " .
- An examination of Table No. 1 appended shows that over £50,000, or 71 per. cent. ;qf;jhe total
timber revenue derived in the Stufe, was collected in the districts of Brisbane, Ipswich,  Gympie, Mary-
borough,- and - Nanango, these- districts being still by far the most produetive, .inilspl'te"éi ,the “fact
that they have yielded the bulk of the timber congumed by. the sawmilling ‘trade ‘since the development
of the Stafe commenced. It was for that reason that it was deemed advisable .ab first to :cpnqenﬁrgl§¢~
the attention of the small staff of forest officers mainly .on the south-eastern districts of ‘the Sta.te,'
rather-than attempt to deal with districts too. extended and lightly timbered to_ allow. of any effective
work beidg done. Th& abovementioned districts yiclded 55 per cent. of the total collections in 1912, .
as compared with 71 per cent. in’ 1915, while-in 1907 they yielded :£9,300, as_compared .wi 50,000,
1915, -0 i e EEh : :
The expenditure:

r.thie year ‘amounted to £7,416 28, 1d,, as compared .with £7,653-13s.. 4d. for |
absorbed .£3,925 -19s.” 1d.- (£3,676  7s.75d.),” forest surveys: and “sylvi-~
s:-3d.”(£1,6 5. 6d.), allowances.and incidental expenses: £1,743.14

orresponding amounts for 1914), -

he- or the expenditure shown'.js-that: whi
Stry. - oug timmber reserves, or parts thereof, -are held un
license, but' the rents:derived therefro ¢-1iot credited .to Forestiy revenue as'is done in erStates’ g
of the -Commonwealth. “Also-in miar the prices’ recéived for -railway and bridge-timbeér.are
only a-fraction—varying fréum one-half ‘to one-eighth—of thé amounts which ‘Wwould *be obtained’if the |
trees fellod- were - disposed’ of foi other purposes.. -On' the other hand, the-expenditure quoted’does:not }
take inito accouint the'cost of ‘advertising sales of timber, or any proportion of the salaries of land agents §

aud other officers 'of the Dépariment engagéd on land. and timber. work combined: -

i

. : ~ OUTPUT. OF. CROWN. TIMBER. ) 5
.~ The output of Crown timbei was=if most instances considerably, below that of the frevious year,
this being due, not 56 riiuch to thie depression in‘trade caused: by the drought, aa to the scarcity of grass.
‘and water rendering houlage by teams” diffici Except-in--a“very: few-"favoured "localities " it_was |
necessary to grant almost all purchasers exemptiond from those conditions:in - their agreeme hic

. _required the removal of minimam quantities’ monthly; ‘and insomé “instances work. “wa mpletely-
+ . "held up for six months of -the ‘year.. :The ‘consequent. decrease’ in ‘cutting. was _specially. noticeable 'in
.+ -Nanango and some of the western-districts,” while thé hardwood:tradé on ‘the: coust suffered considerably. #
-, There was-also ‘s marked decrease in the quantities.of railway sleepers,: bridgé timbers, and -house

* . blocks: cut,-but, as the wasté: invilved in cutting ‘of railway timbér and house ‘blocks is deplorable,
) this decrease is not regretted. from. a Forestry standpoint, The northern cedar market wai very |
. - depressed, so much so that the-reserves placed on most-of the cedar-trees offered at suction.were not

- - realised, and the trees wére passed in. ~As regards other morthern timbeérs, the quantity of kauri sgold

- slightly exceedéd that of last year, -while ‘miscellaneous- timbers showed a” decrease; but“as “the bulk
. of the readily: dccessible supplies of cabinet timbers are on-land which has-been: alienated:.or- selected, §
* the remoyals from: Crown land “fmist of ‘necessity” besmall,” and - are” of ‘little ‘importance :in- the trade,

... _.Asmearly a8 can be ascértained from.the figures supplied:by:the: district:land. agents; - the quantity:of ]
- =.>_ Crown timber cut on' which royalty was payable wis approximately ss follows :—(Figures:in- parentheses 3
. > denote”the quantities cut in the preceding “year.)’ Kauri pine, 1,652,000 superficial -feét ;81,632,000) i B
"+ cypress “piiie, - 1:623,000 superficial feet (3;278,000); hoop and -bunys ' pine, 41,500,000 superficial {

|- feet (44,681,000); milling - hardwood, 11,050,000 superficial feet (14,858,000); red ‘cedar, 167,000 @

e *~ superficial feet (335,000) ; other milling timber, 750,000 superficial feet (980,000 ; sleépers'and transoms, J

. 863,000 pieces (951,500); piles, girders, &c., 287,570 lineal feet, (387,550); telegraph poles and house

i 0 U -blocks,” 407,400 lineal feet (236,340); posts, rails and palings,” 98,300 -pieces (160,900) ;" fuel, 40,000 §
~ ... . tonms (52,000); mining timber and miscellaneous, 1,159,900 lineal feet (941,700); sandalwood, 550 tons |
. '(628); and mangrove’ bark,: 156 tons. - As usual'the principal districts producinghaop and bunya ‘pine
.. were Namango. with 13,740,000 feet .316;570,000),-, Gympie. with *12,460,000_feet . (10,100,000); . and
~ . = 7. Ipswich; with"9,870;000- feet (9,200,000), while the _quantitieé;,cut;’inanryborodgh,';G]adatpne,”Brisbane,‘
- * Topwoomba, and Bundaberg: showed decreases varying from-three hundred thousand to one million feet. |
~ . . The bulk of -the hardwood*logs milled. inthe. State was obtained on -private. lands; and consequently
= in three- districts only did ‘the quantity 6f Crown hardwood removed -exceed one.million feet-—viz.,
JER Maryborough, 3,680,000 feet (5,160,000);: Dalby,: 1,605,000 feet (1,235,000) ; and Brisbane, -1,245,000
L -~ feét .(1,790,000). < Mining timber ‘was disposed of mainly .in Rockhampton -and Charters” Towers, the
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- - ately; the natural ktrli'strib'

educational purposes.. ' "

. seedling felling was made ovet’30.-acres,

niillingtimbers” “dre{included “such excellent ‘and . highly “estesme; 1 e
(maple), “white"beech, - crow’s- nsh; yellowwood; $he various silky oaks, - dnd, it is worthy. of ‘note -
that-the total quantity of timber-of all-thesé spocies. extracted -was ot -more. than would:be_yielded: by....

~ “seven hundred-and fifty well-grown trees.” . Interest in-red -beech: has been stimulated by the -decision” -

of the Comuionwealth Defeince Atith it

i it :
~- and gdniplés have béei- f,_i}l’,\ilafdéd'td‘:’the"AgéxitéGg‘nérul_' in’ Liondon” to ‘be testéd by - the. French: Goverp- -

“ment for'the sinie purpose.

the ‘most suitable Aystralian ‘timber for rifle stocks, -

- Ther¢ has-been an inciease | -demand ‘of late for yellowwood; but, unfortun-. _
nd the available quaiitity is gonparatively . -

ion" of this trée is very ‘scattered:

small, . -

cooiy s oo ROYALTY RATES RECEIVED. . -0 0 - . oo

g ‘The' prices of standing  timber in most instinces were fairly: well maiitained in. comparizon with -
those”of. recent. yedrs, but the " necessity for - district-officers exercising great-care in- arriving -at upset - 7"
-prices recommended was very noticeable, arrangements amongst - buyers being only-too: common:; Com-

" petition was almost absent in-all districts except. Nanango:and Brisbane, though on one or two occasions =~
bidding was-keen in’ Maryborough and Gympie. - Salé by tender instead of auction was resorted to on -
-several ‘occasions, but with no appreciable advantage to-the Department, perhaps owing tc the depressed -

“state of trade ‘at the time, &

;. 'The highest priceper 100 superficial feet realised for hoop and bunya pine wis 5s..9d., which was -
offered for one lot on Brooloo:State Forest, Gympie District..” This and other satisfactory prices in the ~ -
immediate ‘neighbourhood were due- {6 -the. extension of the Mary Valley line to:Brooloo, and indicite” - . ° -

* the advantage which would accrue to the State from the construction of a light line from Goomieri into-the "~ .. :
virgin. pine. serubs on the -Brisbane range. ‘In Nanango prices for pine fell somewhat, 4s. 3d.: being
the- highest rate offered -at auction;. while in;the Brisbane and Ipswich districts as high”as 3s.--7d.  and.
Ss.-6d: respectively were obtained: Elseivhere pine ] generally from one.to.two_shillings,

b .in milling hardwood in most  districts remained” geneérally’ at the
u ow level, viz., from 6d. to 1s. ‘but ‘more satisfactory. prices—ranging-fromIs. to" 9, . 7d.
-were obtained in-the Brisbane district; at’one’ small sale’in Nanango_the maximum’ for ‘the: .

. 267 8d., wak obtained; while-in Gyripie“one small ‘53 ‘at+28%,6d; . On°T 2
wat offered in respect of 4 long term sale, and, as P
over -which -cutting rights .were. sold-should:be sufficiér

" substantial net. reve {:Very, unusu

Except in special cases rates for’m

. t, where. the construction by
iver rendered accessible-and ‘more valuable;d:limited
ict,; where:50 per:cent.” of the kauri sold was.cut, -

6 highest realised being 20s. in
he“Brishdne, ‘distritt ratés ‘were

‘and éilmquqi ifl the Gyﬁli)ie,’aiSffféﬁ; but o
nbinet mained , disappointingly low, compared with - the -
ailed, -’ For; northern silky -oak nof more than 1s. was received,

o - S i e BYLVICULTURE, LT T e : .
The year was 2. most unfavourable one from » sylvicultural-Poipt-of.view, and though preparationg™ - -~ =
had been.made for. further experimental work, nothing of importance -could be effected. At Atherton- -. -
“'the drought- -was-exceptionally ‘severe; the “wet season 'having failed entirely,. and only five inches of AR

‘rain having been:recorded between the 1st March and the 30th November, As ‘a result moist evergreen ..

. Scrubs were'rendered leafless, while the underwood and miich of the overwood was killed, thus allowing . . - . -
fires to spread in reserves which ‘are: usually coniidered’ quite’ safe, from fire dinger.” Successful planting _. -

on new ‘trial “areas wag: impossible ‘under such dry conditions,-and-after one. or twd abortive attempts ~ - ¢
-operationg were: suspended.* On’ Reserve -191-the- trinl red- cedar plantationof ‘the previous.year wag: = =

" subjected:to/ n very ‘severe ‘test, . for_‘the-‘drought, - besides .weakening - the -transplants- considerably,- .- * R
- dppurently caused the twig-borers; to‘multiply grestly ;. the young trecs, though badly cut.back, proved. - .= . . -
sufficiently’ hardy, however, to’ remain alive, -- Owing.to" the previous’ destruction of tenk, red beech, R
und kauri pine by wallabies, 220 - acres ‘of -the reserve were ‘netted -and the vermin thus “enclosed = -

_exterminated ' in" time 'for :the proposed- planting, but owing to-the arid conditions ‘the - nurgery. stock

“hiad:to be held ‘over. for-the. following year, '

" The development of seedlings in- the nursery was on the whole good, red beEéI‘l‘ei;pet.:iall'y having:
made “excellent’ growth, but- teak suffered very much from-the lack of tmospheric moisture, The - S
drotight prevented ‘most ‘species from béaringy seed. during the“year, but ncvertheless the nursery now -~ - .7

- containa,. besides_the more .important species, a:fair ‘number-of indigenous species of -less: importance, - -

together. with 'a”few exotics, all of which are to be used in the. formation of a small ‘arboretum for - =

tbemg ré:r'u‘i‘i,lyrat:cessiblye,‘ still c'o_litniﬁs a supply pf‘ overgirth ‘dedqr,’ .
being ‘managed-:with a:view. to encoiraging natural reproduction; ‘a
‘in: repdiness: for: the ‘shedding ‘of the biennial seed crop. Red !

On Reserve 418; which

i8..consequently * capable .of -




cedar bore a hedvy crop, the grcat.er part. of -which-was; unfortu_nntély{,de’éti‘cr)'y'g “insthi :g;éb tate
_ by an insect which has not yet been isolated and. identified. Enough geed ripened, however, to.:stock
the area sufficiently, but the tender seedlings, although able in large numbers to. withstand the. first

. six _months of the drought, finally succumbed except on_two acres_of a low-lying. flat: The remainder
of the area will have to be rebrushed in readiness for the next seed year. : T L

) - The financial aspect of theregeneration of northern reserves is-mot us favourible as is; desired, -
* the -main difficulty being that peculiar to- the mixed forests: of the tropics, viz, the aburndance.of tree -
“~growth which-has no marketable value, and the scarcity of the valuable trees. -The-cost:of the initial
felling operations. varies from 33s. to 50s. per acre, sccording to’ the nature of the clearing required,.
none of the timber felled being saleable, as the quality isnot such as to command s sufficient price in

* export markets. - Attempts were made during the year to find a_purchaser engaged in'local trade, but
_with no success, as it was not possible even to give. the stafding trees away. No doubt in-the coutse
of a few years the searcity and increased prices of the highly-valued species will 'remedy this defect to a -
certain degree, T U T

On Fraser Island similar dry conditions prevailed, and consequently. no new work of importance

.. could be undertaken outside of the temgporary nursery. The progress made by the-young trees trans-
planted or raised direct from seed on the-small areas cleared in the previous-year was, however, of
considerable interest. .The continued rapid growth made by blackbutt and tallowwood in spite-of the
unfavourable conditions is particularly gratifying, and establishes beyond doubt-that, provided a- good
burn is -obtdined and the time for sowing is well chosen, there is. no danger of these species being
badly suppressed by the luxuriant weed growth which follows. the clearing of the ‘serub. ' In two years
from the time of sowing the young trees reached a maximum height of thirty feet,” with a girth ‘at
breast height of 14 inches, while the average height of the crop exceeded twenty feet. On another
small area which was sown with seed of red stringybark, tallowwood, and blackbutt, early in 1915
equally fast height growth was shown, though, owing to the dry season, full density of the crop-was not
obtained; one-yeir-old seedlings- on this area ‘ieached a height of fifteen feet, red stringybark: pre.:
dominating. Given favourable seasons the problem, of converfing that-'part:of:the’island which is.
covered with a dense growth of miscellaneous species- into“a*valuable” hardwood aren is. now reduced.
to the economic:one of finding a -sale for-this miscellaneous growth; and ‘thus eliminating or reducing -

the excessive cost of clearing. Local buyers hold strong. :views. gainst-the possibility: of -utilising the -

Inferior species, but a proposal to operate on a’comparatively large » d
State, and is still under review. - B P ST T T

The growth of even the best-of: the. conifers which ‘were sown:.or planted. at the's > e
hardwoods is naturally far below that of theilatter, Almost all of the -seedlings -of ‘pinus - palustris -
succumbet_i to-the drouglit of the previous year, and; as the-few thit rémain‘show-as slow: growth:as’is
recorded’ in theit natural home, it does not seem probable that even if ‘they should:be adapted to the
locality their cultivation’' would be satisfactory from’a‘financial stindpoint. Pus taedn, whose béhaviotr
in the first'year was also unsatisfactory, improved considerably in'thesecond,’ and .having  given'
greater promise, is worthy of further attention.' Pinus Jongifolia .failed. under”transplanting, 'but”6n
one area those raised from seed in situ are healthy, and have developed ‘about equally with bunya, pine,
both of these species being-suppressed; however;-by-weeds -which-'have-floyrished -in-apite -of ‘cleanings:
The native cypress pine still shows the best development -and .the.greatest - hardiness of all -the conifers
tried, having reached an average height of 5 feet, with s maximum of eight feét; in-22 monthis’ from
germination ; the losses of this species from drought weré nof such:as to’ impair-the density. of the stand.
In the nursery hoop pine. germinated freely and developed sturdily-though' slowly, providing a’supply
of strong plants for use in the following year. . A heavy crop of hoop-pine seed was shed over s smail
area in the north of the island, and resulted -in good - reproduction,-the-goil forming ‘an-ideal seed bed.-

Owing to thg'éggﬁ;qtion of felling’ operations near Boglmbah Creek.and the 's’dlg;ojfv:n.;’ new a}g;g .
on_Woongoolver Creek, it was necessary to abandon the temporary nursery and select o fresh site in"
close proximity t¢ the new tramline. - Towards the end of the year the erection of a -ran’ggr’s cottage and -

~ the laying:oitt of a permanent station were commenced. - "

. In, the. soutlreastern districts. of the mainland no seed year for hoop pine was recorded, and

consequently further observations to strengthen or weaken the general conclusions reached in: previons
. years-regarding natural reproduction could not be made. Owing to'the drought the fire danger, which

usually is fiot great in the unworked evergreen pine scrubs, was increased, and fires were reported over

-several mindred acres; biit the total dama; e-caused-was very small considering -tlie-extreme dryness

. which prévailed almost throughout the year..- In the hardwood -areas, in-order to: render possible - -

econiomical regeneration, - attention- was. concentrated .on - the “problem  of securing ‘o closer utilisation

of the different species contained .in.the forests.of mixed eucalypts and -allied genera; blackbutt wps
disposed- of -with ‘somewhat less difficulty” than™ Lias been experienced in recent years, .and" occasional
. very small ‘sales of turpéntine were made, but very much remains to be: achieved in" this® direction.
The results observed in two mills’ which sawed small lots of turpentine .were considerably. better. than .
gg};ltﬂnrg opinion led one to expect, Further cleaning operations could not be carried out owing to lack.

. GENERAL» o . LT

--- - In.view of the national importance of Forestry, the necessity -for - progressive - action- and - the

- general misunderstanding of the subject which exists, I am ieluding in_this report a_statement -dealing
with the timber-trade and Forestry generally. = - S ) B Tt L

-, 1. Itis stated not uncommonly both inside and. out'éide’of_ﬂieuDepartinéﬁé that Forestry. is hinrde'ril;g' '

_ land settlement’ greatly, and that" timber reserves, -if they are-of -sufficient ‘importance to :be retained -

- #¢ all; shoilld be confingd to. the poovest, roughest, and most.inaccessible. country.: This idéa seems.to




Natural Reproduetion of Red Cedar on clearing round standing trees. Age, 3 years. Height
of dominant trees, 10 feet—Atherton Disiriet,

Beed brondensted, February, 1013, “Age, 3 yews. Height

Artifiein] ftegeneration of Ted Cedar.




Cusende, Lamington Nntional Park—Trishane Distriet.




Casende, Lumington Nntiounl Park-—Trisbune Distriet.




© ~haye been neted -upon in-carlier years to” the ‘preat advaitage of the land and timber seleotors; wh
secured- it a'low price 3’ very.latge proportion of the most heayily-timbered.lands in"the State. “Now tha
the construction of new railway linés has made readily: accessible reserves which: previously were too:

~-——tremote-~to «be{considered——‘wort»h;.denlingﬂvithffm:selectim‘l—;otheTéancéllation——nndfo*p’enihg-afc., lection-
of ‘these reserves in turn is desired. ~The end to ‘which such a-cotwse of action ‘would lead is, of-course,

-~ °=7 An_enquiry-iuto the extent to which land settlement -at present is hindered by Forestry brings
‘out the following points.:: Queeusland, with -an area of about-429,000,000 acres, has in timber reserves,” -

. State forests, and Nationul parks, an area of slightly over 4,000,000 -acres, of which about 1,260,000

acres_are situated west of the Dividing. Range or are in localities where the soil, rainfall, and general -~
conditionis are such that. close -séttlemient is-oiit of the, question at present.” “In addition' 440,000 -acres =
are contained in the sandy islands Fraser and Stradbroke, and in the rugged islands Whitsunday and - -

‘Hinchinbrook, while about 73,750 acres contained in National parks may be excluded from any dis-

- pussion “concerning the réservition of linds for 'the growth of timber. Thig leavés in the whole of the -

- moist coastal belt only about 2,300,000 acres.of timber reserves and State Foreats which might be -
said. to interfere with .close settlement; but a close examination of the position discloses that even the
bulk of this last aren may be disregarded at present in any discussion between Forestry and settlement.

Over 800,000 acres are confined to the rough mountainous parts of Cooktown, Port Douglas,: Bowen, " - B

and Mackay, and when account is taken also of the very rough and the poor sandy reserves in-all the
remaining coastal districts, it is found that in all over 1,500,000 acres may be disregarded in’ this-

_“connection, . part_of this area -being well timbered; while a large proportion was reserved appafently
only. because it'wns considered useless for any othér. purpose. Consequently there are not more than .
- 800,000 acres in- the coastal belt which can. be said to stand in the way of close settlement, and even the -
greater proportion of this area, though it would be readily selected for speculative purposes or for
conversion into pasture, cannot be classed as- arable land. Naturally in any particular’ locality the
istence of reserves.prevents a certain-amount of close settlement, but, if the State be considered as’
whole, it seeims incredible that.with a-population -of less’than 800,000 the country should be deemed to ...
) in its- development iy the' ion~of ‘these . 800,000 acres of. timbéred 'reserves.’.In

B .

. “have ‘emphasize 3 rtane
of- the- imports’.6f national nevessities, and'it is worthy -of note .
imported: softwoods. for 1915 wag almost; 50 peicent. :greater than for-
& it .conigiderable, danper of supplies being: geriously. curtailed. Also- the’ pre
- vailing. idea that. timber. reserves-should- be relegated -to: the back blocks;requires: to-be:reviewed,.fo
“‘Forestry' is” a" busine ich “should - niot~ be *foredoomed-to. failure. "~ Timber, - generally -speaking, “is -
“less’ valuable® bulk -for ‘bulk than most agricultural. produce, and_more expensive_to-handle, 50 that
standing trees’decrease.in value, as the distance from-inarket increases, much more quickly than other-
“-crops ;- this’ filct,- together with other findncial ‘considerations dependent on the length of time takeri:

‘fof every - nation: b
+ that " in’ England th
<1913, -while: th

- for the: forest erop to miature, has led to the generally scceptéd practiée in France and other European

- countries of having a large ptoportion of -the forests surrounding or sdjacent to towns and villugeg.’ i
Thus the growth of tiber hdas become a:’rémunérative. proposition,. while, in- addition, . the aesthetic- -
‘and+health-giving -effects of forests in the midst of dense populations are not to he underestimated.
Certainly, if the Forestry question be locked at from the popular present day point of view, it must

be admitted that the returns from virgin forests compare unfavourably with those obtained from the

" same land under cultivation or even  undergrass; but this is not-a fair-criterion, as the virgin forests: —~
- of Queensland do not yield on an aveirage more than 20 per cent. of the yield to be expected when correct . -
- -forest  management has-‘made “the- land - fully- productive; - It " is-remarkable - that; while ~ European - =~

- countties with’ their huge populutions require ‘and are able to keep from 18 to'32 per cent. of the total -

area under forest,.in' Queensland the reservition of one per.cents. of the, total area of the State is-deemed . ~

to be excessive. - B . -

LTI Apart. filfoégia{»l:lér:ifrom the national i:inpbl"t‘ahép of ‘a Stdtepfodﬁeirllg'its o«'nitilx‘nbér‘.supplies.' R

the comparative magnitude and importance of the local timber industry do not.appear to-be realised. -

‘This may be because the tride, being o largely local, does not figure in'the export statistics and conse-
- quently ‘is ot brought under:general notice; but’ the following figures taken:from the Commonwealth
___Year Book No. 8 1914 are worthy of perusal:— L -

777 In'1913 the number of sawnills, - joinery ‘mills, and’ furniture and cabinet-making fnctorieri;in
the State was 370; the total number of employees wns 6,516 ; wages paid amounted to £643,388, and
- 'the total value.of the munufactured output wus £2,016,861. For the same period the butter, cheese,

and condensed milk:factorics numbered. 88, employing 835 hands; and paying £91,213 in wages, with

“an output valued. at £1,813,706. Just as the total value of the dnirying industry cannot ‘e snid to - -
ibo represénted by the factory output given above, so the figures mentioned do not’by any meaus indieale ..

the full value. of the industries dependent on loeal timber. The output of coach and wagon building
factories i valued at £179,833, while the construction of rolling stock for the railways is idnother
_importani;.,-item;; in_addition a considerable trade with the southern states is carried on’'in log mn})er,
“while there is u large trade in hewn and round timber, viz., sleepers, piles, girders, and other bridge

" timber, mining timber, houseblocks, fencing timber, “and firewood,” which is ‘not: représgntéd in the 'qbove BN

- figures, - .- . ; o : . ‘ .
. _Another indication. of the importance of the trade in comparison with other industries“i'.»'.. )
* obtained from the report of the Commissioner for Railways for the year ending June 30th, 1915, whm}
- gives; :under -various headings, the amount of -produce carried on roilway lines and. the freight pmc
, thereon. --For. the year 19141915 gencral merchandise and live stock are, of course, casily the most




important; other items: include; wool 76,754 tons, with revenue. of .£272,020; sugar. cane 320,390
‘tons, £28,030; agricultiral produce other:than:sugar.can 556,231 tons,” £236,006 ;. timber. (log-and’ -

i gawn)-529,479 tons, £217,998 ; firewood. 250,798 tons, £31,643; conl and. coke’ 779,386 tons; £149,630;
" other ‘minerals’ 727,292 ‘tons; £119,686.7 When: it is” realised’ that’ the’ quantities-of imber " imported

' are comparatively’small, and that consequently the trade represented in the ‘above figures  is :done’ very

. ‘Targely.in local timbers; it is seen that Forestry is concerned.with a:local ade of -more thanor

. importanee. .. - v i o : :

: At ’pfegeﬁt' the’ frnae ~'isv only p'a;tly‘ Aepéndelit-bh the Crown's- resources, :and -for :man
-, privately owned timber will probably supply. a-large proportion of. the  demand,; “bu ;th‘_’;fl.‘l:‘t“re* of

industry must depend ultimately on the forest policy adopted by the “Government.” From ‘what-is.k "

" of the Fesources uvailable, it is:certain.that the existing reserves, unaided “by, Forestry. operations, -
~_.not only ‘cannot possibly supply the future needs of this growing State, but also are-insufficle uppl

SR permanently an annual demand equal only to. that existing ab present. The difficulty ‘as. regards.

S . shortage inarea is not easy to overcome, as land selection has resulted in the aliénaticn- of large ares
L in those localities which bore good timber naturally, and offers to: resell-to the Crown 'are:generpll
T made at impossible prices. What can- be done with the waste lands of the- coast in:the way:of - -
" afforestation can be determined only after experiments lasting over yeirs, but in view of the difficulties. -

of climate and drainage too much reliance should not be placed on' these areas at present. o

- On the other hand, -the increase in the yield' of timber per acre, which; after the lapse of the -

“ necessaty time, follows forest management is the most important factor bearing on the. future supplies;
.and may be relied upon to go far in the direction of making up the shortage in area; but, to undertake
the work' necessary. to produce this increase is entirely out of the: question. While jthe.service: 5O -
understaffed and trained officers are not available even if the large sums. necessary siinually be- voted...

f

- At the present time the energies of the staff are devoted almost entirely to_the general supervision o
;perations under-timber.sales and the earrying out of inspections, many-of the latter being i respongeé
o petty requests from persons _or associations antagonistic to. the aims, of . Forestry.: ‘A"large  increas
- in staff. will  be necessary, but in_this. connection it has' to]be realised. that applicants for ‘employment
“.are; almost “without exception,” totally “imacquainted with_the- practice of Forestry, - while_the; no
ining-ceiitre. from which to’ obtain” suitable officers. Forest: management is not easy ur
omic” difficulties become greater-as the intensity of utilisation’: det:
ell-trainéd{§taff :to, cope .withthé problems  Fequiring solution
Forest' school,” which: is the paramount. need: of :Forest:
“View negotiations have-been: opened up-with the For;
that joint action in this matter will be possible.

present-time; -and :with -
- ment'of New-South:Wal

ppreciation of the,work of the staff throughout the yea
 gervices rendered- at, their true worth

. .- In conclusion I'wish to:record my c
to emphasize the desirability of recognising the value of th

" 'N.'W. JOLLY,
77 Director of-

Fores

. 'Pnda'nisg'o? mA'SAwnflnnfﬁé'-Iﬁpﬁsfigf mbk"‘mlO"l"'q 19164

e e . e, —j;mz.‘:f:', o,
- 2 Number af,ﬂiwm'illsvi'n‘ bpcmlibng ,',11811 L 218 :
" e 81781 - - 3,872 [

Number of bands employed...” = ... 4
Nant laod; &o | — 412347 | - 4223 | =

" Value of machinery,pl ) e e |- :
seg e oo oty Super, feet | 71,228,792 | 83,054,514 | 101 101,112,427 | 80,726,215
Boft woods cut .. 3 Talue, 2| " 408805 | 015808 820,617 1-'s3g 718 | g 164
- 2 O - uper. fect -650,326 | 1T “438,636
_ Gedareut . . {Vn e, £\ 10477 | 14,154 1,08

T o o 0 € Super fret | 44,568,510 -'5'42'5519414
-~ Hardwood-cut . = ... {v.} ue, | 364520 438,197

' _,'PAl‘aqing,'Mouldijng, &e. . . 66,412 | - 68485 | -

- . Value pcr 100 sup, feet*— . - | & d | & d |
S - Softwoods | e | 13300 | 1550 |
o Codar ... . . o | 820 -] 414
s oo - Hardwood - wean e 18 1 162

R

* The prices are the averags local prices for all ¢l e dme T e g R
tute, both on Crown and private lands.

asics of the timbor rafarred to. - .
" 1 Theso figures, tied by pl;e' State Lovernn 8i

; refer to tiinhers cnt in the's
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. :  TABLE No, 4.

COLLECTIONS TNDER THE Tmmm AND Q,umnv Rraurarions FroM 1908 To 1915,

/LAND AGENTS' DISTRICTS. 1908. | 1908, *. .1810. . 1911. 1912.
e g d| Bosd|l £ sod| o £osd| L8 s d|f £
-Aramse - ... 33 2 9. .. * L *® CoL
Atherton . ... .| 82181210} 1,660 0 1229716 5 3,105 6 11| 2444 15 8| 1,262 2"
anann 1718 4}-.°86 2 0| ~ 0 5 0 2-0 0f 11501 . 6.9:4y:
Barcaldine . . 3416 5 22 1.3 3319 6 76 2 8 629 0
- 27 5 5 317 6 7 3 4 32 4 6 2615 6| 171211 |.
Boulia 683 0 1116 © -12°0 0 -2 0 214 0.0, 617 6]
- Bowen = -39 1-°2|~- 382 10-'8 {- ‘156~ B-- 4 424 110 479. 6.9 97 121§
Brisbane .. ...| 208313 0| 382813 0 3664 7 6 5101 9 06748 1.2 6026 4. 5
“‘Bundaberg ... .| 1656 8 7 1,413.12 6| 1,402 3 7 2297 13 7| 2444 14 O 2,358 9 2.
- . Burketown ... ... 414 2§ 83 20 81378 180 14> 9| --23 -6 0- 2 6.1
- Cairns .1 1,35816 6| 1,869 10 5.1312 4 7. 84214 5| 1,402 0 4| 1,190 6.7
" Charleville ... i42 18 7 48 3 3017 .8 72156 1 43 6 .3 46 11 10
- Charters Towers ..| 1,153 -6- 9] 1,351- 1 7 1,149 13 7~ .1,252 10 ° 3.| 1,650 12.11 982 8 4
. Clermont ... ] . 89 75 220°12 9 555 4 11.| '488'17 -7 | L160 66 901 13 -8
Cloncurry ... ..[ 58 1 0| 26415 8 97 810.| 176 7 0| 124 5 § 520 7 2
: - Cooktown- ... 122°'14+ 9 68 18 10 335 6 .3 801911 .87 1 7 67 13 4-
1. Cunnamulla ... 411' 3 7 20 10 16 11 800 2 51 76| 506 0
1 °"_Dalby - , : i -3, : 9 ol 30100 8
..~ Gayndah 18- 71 2 . - 260 16 9
|~ CGleorgetown . 611 G
- Gladstone 1,410 0.11.
156.18. 3 |
v i
4
3|
3

T
—

e
Somon

6
-2 R
10 23,54,7 12.10. 19,1,1‘0_,10 :

Normnnton 2.7 610 2 ..49711 9
“Port Douglas. -8 174 0 27 -1156° 2.2
Ravenswood .. . B 2i2 16 11'| - 200 3.4
~Mockhampton .| 1,656 12 7 21 |:2047 15 7. 2,918 128

. ‘Roma 1114 7. ‘gl:-708 4 6! '845.19.10
—St, George - ... - ..} -85.6-1 -8 :

- 8t. Lawrence... 6. k
_ Springsure ... 186 5 9 11 10
Stanthorpe ... ... 2811 9 o 1
Surat - ... 513 4 6 &

0 411 1 4 9-

9 2011 1 5 9

6 1 5. 0 0 1]

: 5 14619 7). C 4T -8

- “Toowoombn.. 1] 2505 5713, 3 “1

- Pownsville ...~ -6 {.--~80 5:11:f .. 28717 8. 3

© Warwick” .. 2| 458 5 5|-.687 0 8 4/ ]263 17; 1 8

. Windorsh ... 0| o019 o 162> Tes 0| s 1T -

{ “Winton L 6| 8812 6] 1917 <857 8| 89 13,,3 -6
- - Totals ... ... | 27,979 66 135,200. 8 10 89,645 4. 63,446- 16 8 62,978 A4: 34%5,317 19 9 (70,690 14 7
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Photo., E. H. F. Sicain.]

Five logs, including two *¢ Tops.?’ Total length, 117 ff,

“ Tops'! at Benarkin for Case Timber.

xtraction of Iine
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Phote., E. 0. F, Swain]




